The statement of Pope Benedict

We hope that the statements attached to Pope Benedict will not compromise the excellent relationship between Catholics and Muslims in this area or around the world.

While the Pope was quoting 1390 year conversation between an ill informed emperor and an unknown man during a time of conflict, yet it can easily cause a confusion about whether the Pope might subscribe to the statement he is quoting. The question raised by the emperor about what Muhammad brought to the world could have been easily answered by any informed person. He brought a rational dimension to faith when Quran stated that the religion is addressing those who can reason and think, he brought the strong invitation to education, reading, recording and researching in the first 5 verses revealed ever, which led to the great scientific revolution pioneered by Muslims. He brought the principals of the one human family, the equality of genders, the acknowledgement of other religions, the celebration of diversity, the social contract between the people and their rulers as their servants,  and much more.

 The philosophical ancient theological debate about the nature of God has been settled in the Quran as “ Nothing is like unto Him” Nothing can defy His will, and His will for us is to be rational, thinking, responsible, accountable beings with knowledge and freedom of choice.

What the emperor raised about Jihad is terribly lacking the  understanding of  the full range and depth of the concept, from spiritual exercise, spreading knowledge, debating issues using the Book with wisdom and nice preaching, up to the right of self defense and deterring tyranny and oppression, resorting to peaceful means whenever the possibility is available .

The observation of the noble teachings of religion was always  kept inspiring people even when they do not adhere to it. The crusades,  inquisition and history of colonialism are but a few examples. Yet we stress that this should be an opportunity to more dialogue, soul searching and education for all sides.

No religious group at this sensitive time should be digging the graves of history, but rather be busy exploring the ways for better future.

We implore the Muslims all over the world not to over react ,but to response with dignity

kindness and constructive attitude. 

We ask the Pope to clarify and explain, which will be in honoring of the legacy of lat Pope John Paul ll.
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